Chula Vista Elementary School District
Otay Elementary School
1651 Albany Avenue - Chula Vista, California 91911
Phone (619) 425-4311 Fax (619) 425-2018
Veronica Delgado, Principal

February 4, 2020
Dear Hiring Committee:

I have taught for twenty-eight years and am excited to recommend Kate Scorziell for your
teaching position. Kate was a student teacher for my 3™ grade classroom in the Fall semester of
2018. She crafted unique and creative lesson plans that were engaging for students. She was
attentive to struggling students and found time to meet their needs.

Kate excelled at teaching large and small group lessons and working with individuals. She was
always eager to teach, and willingly took responsibility in the classroom. Kate taught effective
lessons and has a solid grasp of common core standards in all subjects. She was particularly
excited about teaching Math and Science and did a terrific job of simplifying concepts and
connecting them to everyday life. She does well at incorporating visuals and manipulatives into
her lesson plans. She is well-spoken, and a good communicator who uses verbal cues and ample
visuals to help students understand lessons.

In one particular instance, Kate worked individually with a third-grade student who had never
before attended school and did not know how to read or write. Kate noticed this student had
artistic abilities, so she used his love for drawing to teach him to count. She created choral
counting games, which he and other students enjoyed. Though this student could not distinguish
letters from numbers, or even count to ten when he entered my class, he could count well-past
100, and was beginning multi-digit addition and subtraction by the end of Kate’s time in my
classroom. I believe she had a very positive impact on this student’s growth.

Kate’s large-group lessons were differentiated for students of different abilities, and included
time for individual problem solving, pair-share, and whole group collaboration. Kate
incorporated social-emotional learning practices into her lessons and was always supportive of
student responses, creating a safe and positive environment for students to learn and make
mistakes. She used discrete ways of checking for student understanding and wanted to
understand students’ thought processes, no matter their answer. She did well at sticking to the
lesson’s objectives and helping students remember their own learning intentions.

Kate was a pleasure to work with -- positive, friendly, and respectful to all. She is intelligent,
hard-working, and eager to grow as a teacher. She is passionate about teaching and cares about
her students’ learning and well-being. Kate would make a wonderful addition to your school, and
I give her my highest recommendation.

Sincerely,
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Martha Guerra



